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1. Introduction

In this presentation, we will talk about a
literary genre which is very popular and
well-liked in Japan but yet very hard to explain.
What is called %J4EAY 3% in Japanese is
actually a very wide genre. Indeed the
appropriate  word should be "fantastic" or
"imaginary". We will thus divide our
presentation into 3 parts: the marvelous and fairy
tales, modern fantasy, and finally gothic and
horror.

2. Fairy Tales

The marvelous is what people most often think
of when they study fairy tales. The origins of the
genre are extremely old since antique Greece
already loved these stories told by Aesop in 550
BC. Fairy tales integrate the marvelous as a
context, a world with its own rules, but usually
presented in short stories, with seemingly simple
morals. However, the marvelous fairy tale which
we know today appeared on its form in 15-16th
century France and Germany. Originally, fairy
tales were not meant for children, quite the
contrary as many tales were cruel and scary.
Over the years, and with the influence of a few
European authors, the tales became popular
among families, and especially children.

Fig 1. Little Red Riding Hood.
3. Modern Fantasy

A second important genre is Modern fantasy,
which is probably well-known among Japanese

readers. There are a few important differences
between fairy tales and fantasy. Since the latter
usually tries to separate its own world from ours,
and focuses much more on the hero and his/her
path to adventure and glory. Most modern
fantasy stories include the same themes,
revolving around a quest, the use of magic and
weapons to defeat strange creatures like dragons.
Finally, the scope and thus length of the novels
is much more consequent than fairy tales.

4. Gothic and horror

Finally, the gothic and horror have one very of
clear purpose: to shock and scare the reader.
Whereas readers have always enjoyed a good
scare, the gothic and horror have been proper
genres for a relatively short period of time.
Starting in the 18th century in industrial England,
the gothic focused on the inner darkness of its
anti-heroes, and gloomy locations such as castles
and ruins. As In Japan the term gothic may be
confusing, we will briefly talk about two
extraordinary characters of British literature
which the audience can relate to: Dracula and
Frankenstein.

Fig 2. The real Dracula, Vlad Tepes.

4. This presentation is mostly designed for an
audience who enjoys reading and would like to
understand the incredible richness which is
hidden in the world of ZJARHJ3C-.
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E-mail : hayakawa@sendai-nct.ac.jp




