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It is 50 years since a new system of higher learning Kosen or the national colleges
of technology has been introduced in Japan, and the system now faces a turning
point in its history. During the past years and presently, a social need for this new
system has been clearly recognized and firmly established through the
continuous efforts of the faculties, students, and graduates.
However, looking back upon the past path, this growth process has not been a
smooth one. It took a long time to set up a place of mutual communication among
Kosen members to further develop this new educational system by checking and
exchanging various research outcomes at Kosen.
In such a historical background, “the Kosen Forum of the Kyushu-Okinawa
Region,” which was established to return the benefits of research outcomes
created at Kosen to local communities, faces its 24rd anniversary this year.
Another conference of similar nature entitled “The Kosen Symposium” is about to
celebrate its 20th anniversary.
The author believes that reviewing the past locus of the Kosen system and
looking toward its future will be a good reference to further progress the
relationships between Kosen and its surroundings such as local companies,
governments, and citizens. It is with this belief that the author presents this
article to all of those who are concerned with Kosen.
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